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Welcome to our school 

 

Dear Parents / Carers 

I am very pleased to introduce myself as Headteacher of our happy and 

successful village primary school. Our school really is at the heart of the village 

church communities and this is partly what makes it so special. 

However, what our school is really all about are the children and families who 

come here every day. One of my favourite times of the day is early morning 

when we open the front door and there is a real ‘buzz’ in school: children, 

toddlers, parents and carers all chat together and demonstrate how our family 

atmosphere and friendly environment really makes a difference for everyone. 

Our children thrive both academically and personally within the curriculum we 

offer. We pride ourselves on differentiated learning for individuals, and trying 

to meet all children’s needs, whatever they may be. We encourage our children 

to take part in the wide range of activities that we provide. We hope this 

enables everyone to find something they enjoy and can be successful at; from 

swimming to playing the ukulele, performing on stage to cross country running, 

computing to sewing! 

All relationships in and around school are based on our Christian Values and 

Golden Rules which teach and encourage everyone to treat each other how 

they would like to be treated themselves.  All adults in school demonstrate our 

Christian Values in their daily work and our excellent links with the church and 

its members reinforce the importance of these values for everyone. 

It is impossible to summarise our school in this brief introduction, but I hope 

that through this brochure, and our website www.beethamschool.co.uk, you 

may begin to understand the vision and ethos that is at the foundation of our 

work here at Beetham.  

 

Wendy Nicholas 

Headteacher 
 

http://www.beethamschool.co.uk/


Our Vision 

We believe that the interaction 

between adults and children is 

the most important factor in 

ensuring that children are happy 

and able to learn. Our school is 

like an extended family where 

children and adults alike show 

care and consideration for each 

other. We place a strong focus on 

high academic standards and aim 

to support everyone in achieving 

their full potential. 

We maximise our resources to ensure that all our teaching groups 

remain small, giving individuals the opportunity for plenty of 

interaction with the teacher, and  also the chance to develop their 

own personality and 

confidence within a small, 

secure and friendly 

environment. 

 



Our Aims 

Our school aims are based around three simple statements, which 

summarise the main vision for our school and are known and 

understood by all staff and pupils: 

 Caring for Everyone 

 Learning Together 

 Achievement for All 

 

At Beetham CE Primary School we 

help all our children to: 

 Feel valued, cared for and happy 

 Become independent and motivated learners 

 Acquire skills necessary for future learning and life 

 Achieve their full potential in all areas of the curriculum 

 Develop enquiring minds 

 Know how to keep themselves safe 

 Be able to enjoy and appreciate opportunities they are offered 

 Develop respect and understanding for others, their 

environment and the world 

We aim to achieve this through 

interesting and inspiring experiences 

that are challenging yet supportive. 

We work hard to establish positive 

partnerships between home, school 

and the community, and enrich the 

curriculum through a wide range of 

extra-curricular activities.  



Excellence and Enjoyment  

We follow the National Curriculum Programmes of Study and use a 4 

year rolling programme for foundation subjects. Teachers plan their 

lessons to offer opportunities for the highest standard of personal 

achievement across the ability range, and provide positive feedback 

in order to achieve this. Teachers build on the strengths and 

curiosities of the children in their care, and support them in 

becoming independent learners.  At Beetham CE Primary School we 

place a high value on meaningful first hand experiences, and 

endeavour to incorporate visits off site, and visitors into school to 

enrich our learning.  

We praise and celebrate pupil achievement in 

all areas of school life. We have a weekly 

Celebration Assembly during which children 

are encouraged to share their thoughts and 

experiences. Families and members of the 

wider community are invited to this Friday 

afternoon event, and it provides a wonderful 

opportunity to celebrate and understand the 

vibrant and exciting curriculum we offer.  

During this assembly children receive awards for their work in school, 

and are encouraged to share achievements from their activities 

outside school. Each week, we reinforce the Golden Rules through 

the presentation of the Golden Sweatshirt to one child from each Key 

Stage.  

 

 



Outdoor Learning and Physical 

Education 

We encourage and support children to 

appreciate and develop a love of the 

outdoor classroom through a rich 

programme of activities. We ensure that all 

children have at least two hours of high 

quality PE each week and make regular use 

of qualified sports coaches both as part of 

the curriculum and in after-school clubs. We also place a strong 

emphasis on swimming, and believe it is 

absolutely vital that all children have the 

opportunity to become competent 

swimmers. To this end we take the whole 

school to Carnforth Swimming Pool where 

they are taught by qualified staff using the 

STA scheme. Children have the 

opportunity to earn distance badges, and also to undertake lifesaving 

and survival awards. 

We are very lucky to have access to a designated woodland site for 

our ‘Forest Schools’ programme. Undertaken throughout the year, 

this is a highly popular activity for the children, 

and an opportunity for them to develop and 

learn using their local, natural environment as a 

stimulus. Activities include creative tasks using 

natural materials; learning and understanding 

risks and problem solving both individually and 

as part of a team. 



Pupil Voice 

The School Council is elected democratically during the first half term 

of each year and comprises of two representatives from each year 

group. The children discuss any issues or views in a class council 

meeting and these are then taken to the School Council for decisions 

and action. The School Council selects charities for the school to 

support each year, and 

organise events to raise 

money for them.  

Older members of the School 

Council work alongside other 

primary schools in the area at 

a local Pupil Parliament, and 

have been lucky enough to 

secure a guided tour of the Houses of Parliament to further 

understand the process of democracy. 

Recent examples of the School Council’s success include the refit of 

the boys’ toilets and a successful fundraiser for diabetes charity 

Diabetes UK. 

 

 

 

 

 



Partnerships with families and the 

community 

A strong partnership with parents and carers 

is at the heart of all our work with the 

children. Parents and families are welcomed 

into the school every day and we are very 

proud of our ‘open door’ policy. We believe 

this contributes to the strong feeling of 

support and friendship within the school and has a very positive 

effect on the education we provide.  

We do not currently have a formal fundraising committee, but we do 

ask and encourage all families to support us in our efforts. Each year, 

the children are given the opportunity to experience some fabulous 

extra-curricular activities. Recent examples include visiting the 

Lakeland Climbing Wall; taking part in The Brewery’s Dance Platform 

event; canoeing on Lake 

Windermere and a Lego 

workshop. Furthermore, 

children have their topic work 

enhanced through visits and 

experiences in the local area. 

All of these activities are heavily 

subsidised by our fundraising. In 

addition, we have bought new books for the library; purchased iPads 

and other IT equipment, and helped support capital projects such as 

the refurbishment of the toilets and development of a designated 

EYFS area. 

 



Currently we have three key fundraising events:  

 Winter Fair – this takes 

place in the run up to 

Christmas and is a typical 

‘fete’ with crafts, produce 

and children’s activities. 

 Easter Bingo – a family 

focused evening of Bingo 

with lots of prizes and 

laughs! 

 Duck Day – held on the 

first May Bank Holiday 

weekend to coincide with the Church Duck Race. Lots of stalls 

offering games, face painting and refreshments. 

 Dallam Teas – we provide refreshments at this National 

Garden Scheme event which typically takes place mid-May. 

Further information and key dates are on our school website, Friday 

Focus and Google Calendar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Behaviour 

“Pupils’ behaviour is excellent. They are exceptionally 

considerate and courteous. They are very proud of their 

school and the ‘familylike’ environment it provides” Ofsted 

2013 

We encourage good behaviour through praise and example and help 

all children to be aware of the needs of others. The ‘Golden Rules’ 

form the basis of all our work with the children on behaviour, are 

clearly visible around the school, and are demonstrated in everything 

we do. 

 

Our Golden Rules 

Do be gentle 

Do work hard 

Do listen to people 

Do be honest 

Do be kind and helpful 

Do look after people 

 

Our behaviour policy is reviewed regularly and can be found on our 

website 

 

 

 



Uniform 

We feel that our school uniform promotes high standards and creates 

a positive image in the community.  It also creates a sense of 

belonging. All items of uniform can be purchased from our online 

shop and /or on the high street (with the exception of school 

sweatshirt / cardigan and PE hoodies) 

GIRLS           

 Black /Grey/Navy skirt, trousers or pinafore dress (checked 

green dress in the summer)   

 White or pale blue polo shirt 

 School sweatshirt or cardigan  

 Black school shoes 

 Black, navy or grey socks or tights (white socks in the summer) 

BOYS 

 Black /Grey/Navy trousers / shorts 

 White or blue polo shirt 

 School sweatshirt 

 Black school shoes 

 Black, navy or grey socks 

PE KIT 

• School hoodie with or without 
embroidered name on reverse 

• Navy or black shorts or ‘skort’ 

• Navy or black tracksuit bottoms 

• White t-shirt 

• White sports socks 

• Trainers for outdoor PE and indoor pumps 



For safety reasons, no jewellery is allowed with the exception of a 
watch and one small pair of plain studs. These must be removed for 
PE. Hair longer than shoulder length must be tied back. 

We also ask that all children have a Beetham CE School book bag 
(available from the online uniform shop) 

 

 

School times 

The school day begins at 

8:55am each day with 

registration. Parents are 

welcome into school 

from 8.40am to help 

their child get settled 

into class.  There is a 

morning break from 

11am until 11.15am and 

lunchtime is between 

12:15pm and 1:15pm. 

There is an afternoon play session for KS1 from 2:30pm—2:45pm.  

The school day finishes at 3:15pm. Parents are asked to wait in the 

front playground and teachers will dismiss children to the adult who 

is collecting them. 

In addition, we offer daily wraparound care in the form of Breakfast 

and Tea Club. Breakfast Club begins at 8:00am and costs £2.50 per 

child. We offer a wide range of healthy breakfast options.  There is no 

requirement to pre-book this service.  

 



Tea Club operates from 3:15-4:15pm daily, at a cost of £4.00 per 

child. In addition, we offer a ‘late tea club’ which provides an 

additional 30 minutes of childcare at a cost of £2.50. These services 

must be booked 24 hours in advance. This service is run by Mrs 

Jeannette Coates, our senior midday supervisor, and offers a healthy 

snack and a selection of fun activities. 

 

Attendance 

If your child is ill, please telephone or email the 

school before 9:00am, and please see the 

guidance on our website for details of 

absence during term time. Please be 

advised that holidays during term time 

can only be authorised in   exceptional 

circumstances. 

For Reception children, we do understand that a full day may be 

quite tiring when they first start school. If your child is finding it 

difficult, please speak to Mrs Tattersall or Ms Nicholas as we can be 

flexible with school hours in the Early Years Foundation Stage. 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Other useful information 

We are a busy school and fully understand that it 

can be a little daunting for parents / carers at 

first! Please do ask if there is anything you don’t 

understand, but the following information may 

prove useful in those early weeks: 

 In the entrance to school is a small black tray. 

This is the place to put any letters, reply slips, lunch menus that 

need to be returned to school 

 There is a noticeboard in the entrance providing information of 

local events. Please help yourself to the leaflets if they prove to 

be of interest. 

 We operate a weekly ‘cake raffle’ as a small but regular 

fundraiser. Children are allowed to buy one ticket at a cost of 

20p and the winner is drawn in Friday’s Celebration Assembly. 

There is a signing up sheet on the notice board for weekly 

volunteers to provide the prize! 

 On Wednesday and Friday playtimes, KS2 children operate a 

‘healthy tuck shop’. Children can spend 10p on a selection of 

snacks. Named purses are kept safe by class teachers and 

distributed to children who wish to use the tuck shop. As 

parents/ carers, it is helpful if you can top up your child’s purse, 

little and often.  

 The Parents / Carers have their own Facebook Page which is 

NOT officially affiliated to school. Moreover, it is a place to ask 

questions, and share helpful advice. If you wish to be added to 

the page, please speak to the Administrator. 

 



Safeguarding statement 

The safety and wellbeing of every child in our care is of paramount 

importance at all times.  Beetham CE Primary School is committed to 

safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and expects all 

staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 

We have a number of policies and procedures in place that 

contribute to our safeguarding commitment, 

including our Child Protection Policy which 

can be viewed in the Policies section of our 

website. 

 Sometimes we may need to share 

information and work in partnership with 

other agencies when there are concerns 

about a child's welfare. We will ensure that concerns about our 

pupils are discussed with his/her parents/carers first unless we have 

reason to believe that such a move would be contrary to the child's 

welfare. 

We actively support the Government's Prevent Agenda to counter 

radicalism and extremism.  

The designated member of staff for safeguarding and Child 

Protection is Ms Wendy Nicholas (Headteacher). 

 

 

 

 


