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12 September 2016 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Welcome to a new school year, especially to the children and families who are starting with us for the 

first time in Reception. As well as our teaching and support staff we are also looking forward to 

welcoming other adults into school: two trainee teachers – Mr Webb and Ms McGinty, will be working 

with the staff and children throughout the Autumn Term; Mrs McMillan who is on an NVQ placement; 

Mr Andrew Norman who is volunteering in preparation for teacher training; Mrs Lomax, Mrs Marks, 

Mrs Smalley and Miss Rushton who help with individual support programmes/reading and Ms Sharples 

and Mrs Gorrigan who volunteer in KS1. 

 

During the holidays the Girls’ Toilets have been transformed and are now equally as bright and 

cheerful as the Boys’! My thanks go to all the staff for their hard work which has resulted in our 

school looking welcoming and ready for action. 

 

At the start of a new school year there will be some things that are new to both you and your child.  

We do ask you to read this letter carefully as it will inform you of our plans for this term, and it 

includes useful information which you will need to know. 

 

Numeracy and Literacy 

All children will have a daily lesson in these subjects.  They will be taught in groups within which the 

teacher will provide appropriate teaching and learning opportunities to cater for individual needs. 

 

Handwriting 

The school now uses a cursive style of handwriting which was introduced last year.  This has made a 

huge impact on the presentation of the children’s writing and has also helped to improve their writing 

stamina. A copy of the handwriting style can be found here, and if parents are wanting to help at home 

please ensure that children start all letters on the line and join them, except capitals. 

 

Target Setting 

Following feedback from the Parent Questionnaire, we are aiming to make Target Setting easier to 

understand this year.  Children throughout the school will have individual targets set for 

reading/writing and maths, based on the age related expectations for their year group.  In addition 

some children may have a personal target in order to support them with particular aspects of school 

life. Targets will be set termly and changed when appropriate.  Each week there will be a reminder of 

the targets in the children’s homework books which means that most children should know what their 

targets are.  Charts to show progress with targets are in the classrooms and success will be 

celebrated in Friday Assembly.  I know that if parents are aware of these targets they will do their 

best to support school in helping their children to achieve them.   

(Please note that targets for Reception children will be set after the half term holiday) 

http://www.beethamschool.co.uk/uploads/2015/09/alphabetf1k1w2x1z1.pdf


 

 

 

Reading 

We are working hard at school to develop all the children’s skills in reading and this progress relies on 

children also reading at home.  Please can all children – including KS2 – have some kind of wallet or bag 

to transport their book and reading record from home to school and back again daily, so that we are 

able to closely monitor individual’s progress and take action to offer support where necessary.  Please 

can we ask parents/carers to read with their children as regularly as possible and fill in the reading 

record to show this. 

 

Homework 

In order to support your child’s learning in school they will be asked to complete some homework each 

week.  All children will have a homework book which will come home on Monday and should be returned 

to school for marking by Friday.  This year there will be a slip included with homework for the children 

to tick when they have completed tasks, and for parents to sign and comment when necessary. 

 

A homework club for all children is held on Wednesday lunchtimes and provides additional help to 

complete tasks with teacher support. 

 

Music Lessons 

Parents were asked to sign up for lessons last term.  These have now been arranged as follows: 

 

Monday: Ukulele Lessons for Year 2–6: 3.15-4.15pm with Mr Gradwell 

 

Tuesday: Keyboard lessons for Year 2–6: 3.15-4.15pm with Mrs Hulme.  The group will be taught 

together for the first 2 weeks and then may be split into 2 separate groups. Children having keyboard 

lessons need to bring their keyboards where possible.  Please speak to Ms Nicholas if your child does 

not have a keyboard or it cannot be transported to school. 

 

Tuesday: Guitar lessons for Year 3–6: 3.45–4.15pm with Mr Duesbury. 

 

Cost of Lessons:  The cost for lessons will be split between the children involved - this will cost 

between £5-£8 per week. Children wanting to finish lessons mid-year must complete a full term and 

will be charged for that term even if they do not attend.  If children are absent for lessons they will 

still be charged but if teachers or school has to cancel lessons for any reason a charge will not be 

made. 

 

Work of the Week 

The ‘Work of the Week’ board is in the entrance area and is used to display a selection of specially 

selected work from across the school.  This work is also celebrated in our Friday Assembly and is a 

way of recognising children’s achievements in a range of curriculum areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Celebration Assembly 

For the Autumn Term this will take place at 9.00am every Friday.  This special assembly enables 

children to share their learning and successes with the whole school, as well as receiving the following 

awards:  

 Golden Sweatshirt to a child from Reception/KS1/KS2 who has demonstrated the Golden Rules. 

 Work of the week 

 Headteacher’s award 

 Lunchtime VIP: This is an award for children who demonstrate good manners and behaviour at 

lunchtime 

 Well Done awards    

 

Children are also welcome to bring in awards or certificates from home and have them presented.  

 

Parents, carers and friends are welcome to join us for this weekly Celebration Assembly. 

 

Parent Volunteers 

We are looking for a group of parents to provide cooking opportunities for the children.  This would 

take place in the kitchen on a Friday morning after assembly.  If we had 6 volunteers this would only 

mean helping once a half term. We are also always glad to have volunteers to help with reading, and 

Mrs Kiljn is looking for someone to support science lessons in KS2 which take place on Wednesday 

afternoons.  Please speak to your child’s teacher or Mrs Kinnear if you are able to help. 

 

Swimming Lessons 

This year Reception, KS1 and KS2 will take it in turns to swim for half a term.  This means that the 

lessons will increase to 45 minutes and KS2 will start first on 13th September for 6 weeks.  

All children need to bring a towel, boys need fitted swimming trunks and girls a one piece swimming 

costume. No arm bands or flotation devices are required as they are provided at the pool. Children may 

bring a healthy snack and drink (no glass or fizzy drinks please) to have when they get out of the pool.  

Please ensure that all clothing is clearly named. 

 

Parents are asked to make a voluntary contribution towards the cost of transport of £2.00 per child 

per week.  This can be paid in a lump sum, or by invoice. 

 

PE 

At Beetham we aim for all children to be involved in at least 2 hours of PE activities each week.  The 

Government provides schools with a grant to assist with the teaching of PE in school and as we are now 

being charged to use the facilities and transport to Dallam School we are pleased to be able to use 

this grant to fund our Monday sessions at Dallam. Therefore please could all children come to school 

in their PE kit on Mondays and children in KS2 bring their uniform with them as this means the 

morning lessons will not be disrupted with time for changing.  Reception, KS1 and KS2 will need their 

PE kit in school on Friday for the first half term.  Kit needs to include a tracksuit and outdoor trainers 

for the colder weather. 

School Hoodies: We would like to encourage all children to have a school hoodie with only their first 

name or surname on as they are very useful for activities and school visits.  Please order these from 

the link on the school website. 



 

 

 

KS2 Canoe Day 

Following the success of this sporting activity last year we have organised a further canoe day for 

KS2.  This takes place on Friday 30th September on Lake Windermere.  A letter will follow with full 

details and also a request for parent transport if possible. 

 

Jewellery/Health and safety 

For Health and Safety reasons children may only wear a watch and stud earrings for school.  These 

must be removed for PE lessons and Forest School sessions. Please could children with long hair wear it 

tied back for school and also for all PE/sports activities. 

 

Absence from School 

If at any time your child is unwell and unable to attend school, please contact us and leave a message 

before 8.55 am.  Following a stomach upset or sickness children should be kept at home for 48 hours 

afterwards in order to stop the spread of infection.  All absences are recorded with details of time 

away from school.   

 

Holidays in Term Time 

Please read the letter outlining Government policy / regulations for holidays during term time. 

 

Disability Equality Scheme 

If at any time you or any member of your family have difficulty accessing our school or any of the 

services we provide, through a disability, either temporary or permanent, please discuss this with the 

Headteacher or a member of the Governing Body.  This will enable us to offer advice, assistance and 

support as appropriate. 

 

Packed Lunches 

Please can we remind parents that lunch boxes should not contain sweets or chocolate bars as part of 

our Healthy School philosophy.  We would ask parents to consider the number of times during the 

week that their children bring crisps and chocolate biscuits to school and whether these could be a 

special treat rather than an everyday item.  This forms part of the guidelines provided by the 

government on healthy packed lunches and school nutrition.   

 

Breakfast Club 

The Breakfast Club will be running again this term every morning from 8.00am in the Rainbow Room 

and costs £2.50 per child per day. A range of low sugar cereals and juice are offered as well as 

porridge, boiled eggs, toast, crumpets, pancakes, fruit loaf and muffins. The club is run by Mrs Coates 

and does not need to be booked in advance; children can attend on any day that they would like to have 

breakfast with us.  This year we would like where possible for children to bring a toothbrush and 

toothpaste so that they are able to clean their teeth after breakfast. 

 

Tea Club 

Tea club provides parents with regular after school care each day. The Tea Club is available to all 

children in school and costs £4 per child for the first hour, and £2.50 for an additional 30 mins if 

required. The club is run by Mrs Coates, assisted by Ms Sharples and Mrs Richardson and will offer a 

range of play activities along with a light snack and drink.  Places need to be booked 48 hours in 

http://www.beethamschool.co.uk/uploads/2015/10/term-Time-holidays.pdf


 

 

advance, however if you require an emergency place(s) you may phone on the day to find out if the club 

is running that night.  Please note that if parents book a place but then decide to cancel it at less than 

24 hours’ notice they will still be charged. 

 

School Clubs 

All clubs start week beginning Monday 12th September.  As clubs are very much in demand, your child 

has been asked to make a 1st, 2nd and 3rd choice and we will make sure that all children are able to 

attend at least one club each half term. Please ensure that if your child is unable to attend their 

chosen club that staff are made aware. Reception children are not invited to attend these after school 

clubs until the summer term. 

 

Toddler Group 

This is held on a Friday afternoon at school from 1.30pm, starting Friday 9th September.  There will be 

refreshments for parents and healthy snacks for children.  Please could parents pass this information 

on to anyone that they know who might like to come along. 

 

School Photographs 

The school photographer will be in school Thursday 6th October.  If you would like a family group 

photo, please bring your younger children along at 1.15pm.  Otherwise it will be individual photos for 

everyone in school.  You will be able to purchase these in time for Christmas; however there is no 

obligation to buy. 

 

Healthy Tuck Shop 

This is held at morning playtime on Wednesday and Friday each week and is run by children in KS2.  All 

healthy snacks cost 10p each and children can buy one item. The Healthy Tuck Shop is self funding and 

even making a small profit which is used to purchase new playground toys. 

 

Cake Raffle 

As part of the school’s fundraising we hold a cake raffle every Friday. There is a rota on the notice 

board and if anybody would like to bake a cake/buy a cake/biscuits please feel free to put your name 

against a date – the children do not mind if your contribution is homemade or shop bought!  On a Friday 

morning when the children come into school they can buy a raffle ticket – the ticket costs 20p and only 

one ticket per child is allowed.  The raffle is normally drawn during Celebration Assembly. 

 

Safety at the beginning and end of the school day 

Please could all parents make sure they are responsible for their children entering and leaving the 

playground and crossing the road safely at the beginning and end of the school day.  School staff will 

supervise children in the playground until they are collected but cannot be responsible for them once 

they leave the playground.  Please can parents ensure that children do not climb on the school gates or 

railings at the end of the day and do not use the adventure trail unsupervised. 

 

Please can we also remind parents that there is a 20mph speed limit on Stanley Street and that 

parents must not park blocking any driveways, even for a short period of time as a courtesy to our 

neighbours. Can we also remind you that it may be deemed an offence to park / pull up on the yellow 

zoned area outside school. 

 



 

 

St Michael and All Angels 

On Sunday 25th September there is a special service in church, with Bishop James, to mark 950 years 

since the rededication of the church.  All families are invited to attend the service at 10am and to 

stay for a buffet afterwards.  School is putting up their church display with a theme of ‘angels’ ready 

for this service. Our family activity for this term is therefore to make/draw/paint etc an angel or 

St Michael for the display.  Please can these be brought into school by Wednesday 21st 

September. 

  

Harvest 

We are again supporting Manna House in Kendal, which works hard to support the homeless and 

vulnerable in South Lakeland and Kendal.  The date is still to be confirmed. They are most grateful for 

our gifts and we would be very pleased if parents were able to donate any of the following:  

 

Tea, coffee, sugar, rice, pasta, dried herbs etc 

All tinned and bottled foods eg soups, fruit, vegetables, tomatoes, sauces, meats 

Toiletries – toothbrushes and toothpaste, shaving soap, soap 

Bundles of socks, warm gloves, warm scarves, handkerchiefs 

 

Parents’ Evening 

We hold a Parents’ Evening in the Autumn and Spring Term and an optional Parents’ Evening to discuss 

school reports in the Summer Term.  Parents evening this term takes place on Monday 7th November 

and Tuesday 15th November. Please can all parents book an appointment for their child/children by 

filling in the list on the office window which will be displayed from Monday 17th October. 

 

Health Week: 17th October 

This term we are planning a health week for the whole school, providing education and learning about 

all the different aspects of being healthy eg regular exercise, healthy diet, emotional wellbeing, 

keeping our bodies healthy etc.  We are planning to have visitors in school to talk with the children and 

will be preparing healthy meals, organising daily exercise activities and doing Forest Schools.  If any 

parents /carers would like to come in and talk to the children or lead any activities (or know someone 

who might) please speak to Ms Nicholas.  Further details about this event will follow 

 

Communication with Parents/Carers 

Good Communication is a vital part of the partnership between home and school.  Our website is 

frequently updated to provide calendar dates, useful information and an insight into day-to-day life at 

school. Please be aware that you can synch your phone / tablet to our google calendar for regular 
updates. Newsletters are usually sent out each term with other letters about particular activities as 

necessary. ‘Friday Focus’ continues to receive very positive feedback in the parent questionnaires and 

includes information for the following week about both events and learning. 

If you would like to receive letters in large print or need letters on coloured paper, please contact Mrs 

Kinnear. 

 

At Beetham we feel that support from parents is one of the great strengths of our school and we 

know this impacts greatly on the education we provide.  If at anytime parents/carers are worried or 

concerned – however small they may feel their worry is - we ask that you come and talk to the staff or 

myself as soon as possible or phone or e-mail if this is more convenient.   



 

 

 

We are very keen for all parents to feel happy and confident about the education and personal 

development that their children are receiving and this has to be a partnership between school and 

home.  If something is wrong we will always do our best to work with parents/carers to deal with the 

issue sensitively and put it right quickly.  

 

I hope that this school year is a very happy and successful one for all our families. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
W E Nicholas 

 

Wendy Nicholas 

HEADTEACHER 



 

 

  


