
 

 

 

Beetham C of E (aided) Primary School, Beetham, Milnthorpe, Cumbria. LA7 7AS 

Tel /Fax: 015395 62515.  email: head@beetham.cumbria.sch.uk 

Headteacher: Ms W. E. Nicholas 
 
 

September 2015 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Welcome to a new school year, especially to the children and families who are starting with us for the 

first time in Reception, and our new Early Years teacher, Mrs Tattersall.  

We are also looking forward to welcoming other adults into school: two trainee teachers – Miss Brown 

and Mr Cullen, who will be working with the staff and children throughout the Autumn Term; Mrs Dyer 

our new KS1 teaching assistant; Mrs Parker who is on an NVQ placement with us on Thursdays and 

Fridays; Mrs Lomax, Mrs Marks and Miss Rushton who help with individual support programmes, and Ms 

Sharples and Mrs Gorrigan who volunteer in KS1. 

 

During the holidays the Garden Room has been transformed into our Reception Classroom and the 

Rainbow Room is now a KS2 teaching room and also where Breakfast and Tea club will be held.  An 

interactive whiteboard has been fitted in the Rainbow Room; we now have 5 mini iPads and are awaiting 

our delivery of new laptops which will be used throughout the school.  My thanks go to all the staff for 

their hard work during the holidays which has resulted in our school looking welcoming and ready for 

action! 

 

At the start of a new school year there will be some things that are new to both you and your child.  

We hope that this letter will inform you of our plans for this term and pass on useful information. 

 

County Show 

The whole school will be visiting the County Show on Thursday, leaving school at 9.30am and returning 

at 2pm.  Children will need suitable clothing and footwear, a school jumper/hoodie, extra drink, packed 

lunch where applicable and a rucksack. 

 

Numeracy and Literacy 

All children will have a daily lesson in these subjects.  They will be taught in groups within which the 

teacher will provide appropriate teaching and learning opportunities to cater for individual needs. 

 

Handwriting 

This year we are introducing a new, cursive style of handwriting and will shortly be sending out a copy 

of the cursive alphabet and our new handwriting policy.  In the meantime please bear in mind that your 

child will gradually be adjusting their writing so that all letters begin on the line and are joined.  This 

may result initially in a slower pace of writing but once mastered should lead to a fluent, legible and 

speedy handwriting style. 

 

Target Setting 

Children throughout the school will have individual targets set for reading, writing and maths, based on 

the age related expectations for their year group which will generally be changed every half term.  

Most children should know what their targets are and should know how they are progressing towards 

achieving them. I know that if parents are aware of these targets they will do their best to support 



 

 

school in helping their children to achieve them.  The following gives details of how the targets will be 

sent home: 

 

Reception: Targets will be set after the half term holiday 

KS1: A target for reading, writing or maths will be stuck on the inside cover of homework books.  

Targets will also be displayed in the classroom so that the younger children can show their parents how 

they are progressing. 

KS2: A target for reading, writing and maths will be stuck in homework books each half term. 

There will also be a display in the classroom showing targets and the progress that children are making 

towards achieving them.   

 

Reading 

We are working hard at school to develop all the children’s skills in reading and this progress relies on 

children also reading at home.  Please can all children – including KS2 – have some kind of wallet or bag 

to transport their book and reading record from home to school and back again each day so that we 

are able to closely monitor individual’s progress and take action to offer support where necessary.   

 

Homework 

In order to support your child’s learning in school they will be asked to complete some homework each 

week.  All children will have a homework book which will come home on Monday and should be returned 

to school for marking on Friday.  Reception and KS1 will have a numeracy and literacy task and KS2 will 

have numeracy, literacy and one additional task, often related to their topic or another area of the 

curriculum.  

 

If there are any problems with homework please discuss these with your child’s teacher or write a 

note in the homework book so that they can be sorted out quickly and easily.  Yr 2 – 6 can access 

computers on Monday lunchtime for independent homework.  Thursday lunchtime is homework club for 

additional help to complete tasks with teacher support. 

 

Work of the Week 

The ‘Work of the Week’ board is in the entrance area and is used to display a selection of specially 

selected work from across the school.  This work is also celebrated in our Friday Assembly and is a 

way of recognising children’s achievements in a range of curriculum areas. 

 

Celebration Assembly 

This takes place at 2.45pm every Friday, beginning on the 11th September.  This special assembly 

enables children to share their learning and their successes with the whole school as well as receiving 

awards:  

 Golden Sweatshirt is awarded each week to a child from KS1/KS2 who has demonstrated the 

Golden Rules. 

 Writer of the week/Hand writer of the week 

 Headteacher’s award 

 Lunchtime VIP : This is a new award for children who demonstrate good manners and behaviour 

at lunchtime 

 Well Done awards are awarded weekly by staff.   

 Children are also welcome to bring in awards or certificates from home and have them 

presented.  

 



 

 

Parents, carers and friends are welcome to join us for this weekly Celebration assembly, however 

please bear in mind that seating is limited. 

 

Parent Volunteers 

We are looking for a group of parents to help with reading, early in the morning (8.45-9.05am). This 

would involve reading with 2 or 3 children at the start of the day - full training would be provided.  

Also we would like to put a rota together for parent helpers at swimming (Tuesday 1-3pm) and cooking   

(Friday 9 – 11am).  If a few parents were able to help with these 2 activities it would mean each person 

only doing them once a half term. Please speak to your child’s teacher if you are able to help. 

 

Swimming Lessons 

Swimming lessons have been organised again for this term starting on Tuesday 8th September for 14 

weeks for the whole school.  Reception children will not be going swimming during the first week and 

will then be split into two groups who will attend for a half term each. Parents will be asked for 

information about their child’s swimming ability and then given dates when their child will be swimming. 

All children need to bring a towel and if the wearing of goggles is necessary a consent form will need 

to be completed. Boys need fitted swimming trunks and girls a one piece swimming costume. Shoulder 

length and longer hair needs to be tied back, please. No arm bands or flotation devices are required as 

they are provided at the pool. Children may bring a healthy snack and drink (no glass or fizzy drinks 

please) to have when they get out of the pool.  Please ensure that all clothing is clearly named. 

 

Parents are asked to make a voluntary contribution towards the cost of transport of £2.00 per child 

per week.  This can be paid in a lump sum, by invoice or on a weekly basis. 

 

PE 

At Beetham we aim for all children to be involved in at least 2 hours of PE activities each week.  This 

year the Government has provided schools with a grant to assist with the teaching of PE in school.  As 

we are now being charged to use the facilities and transport to Dallam School we are very pleased to 

be able to use this grant to fund taking the whole school to Dallam for PE lessons on a Monday morning. 

Therefore please could all children come to school in their PE kit on Mondays and children in KS2 bring 

their uniform with them as this means the morning lessons will not be disrupted with time for 

changing.  PE kits are then needed in school from Wednesday to Friday as PE days can vary due to the 

weather.  Kit needs to include a tracksuit and outdoor trainers for the colder weather. 

School Hoodies: We would like to encourage all children to have a school hoodie with their name on as 

they are very useful for activities and school visits.  Please order these from the link on the school 

website. 

 

Jeans for Genes: Friday 18th September  

We will be supporting this national fundraising event again this year.  Children who would like to take 

part can wear jeans to school, instead of school trousers/skirt at a cost of 50p. 

 

Forest School 

The area that we use for Forest School has been re-developed and is now ready for us to use again.  

The date for this half term is Thursday 15th October:  9.00-11.30am. All children will need wellingtons, 

full waterproofs, hats, gloves and scarves with a change of clothes for when they return to school. 

 

Jewellery/Health and safety 



 

 

For Health and Safety reasons children may only wear a watch and stud earrings for school.  These 

must be removed for PE lessons and Forest School sessions. Please could children with longer hair wear 

it tied back for school and also for all PE/sports activities? 

 

School Playground 

Our front playground is being completely resurfaced using a Sport England grant.  This will hopefully 

take place in the next couple of weeks.  This will mean using the far gate in the school garden to enter 

school and the Rainbow Room and Garden Room doors for access to school.  I realise this is going to be 

inconvenient but hopefully if the weather is good it will only take 7 or 8 days. I am also in the process 

of arranging barriers/bollards to draw attention to the fact that families will have to use the footpath 

alongside the A6. 

 

Absence from School 

If at any time your child is unwell and unable to attend school, please contact us and leave a message 

before 8.55am.  Following a stomach upset or sickness children should be kept at home for 48 hours 

afterwards in order to stop the spread of infection.  All absences are recorded with details of time 

away from school.   

 

Holidays in Term Time 

Please see the enclosed letter which states the new regulations for holidays during term time. 

 

Disability Equality Scheme 

If at any time you or any member of your family have difficulty accessing our school or any of the 

services we provide, through a disability, either temporary or permanent, please discuss this with the 

Headteacher or a member of the Governing Body.  This will enable us to offer advice, assistance and 

support as appropriate. 

 

Packed Lunches 

Please can we remind parents that lunch boxes should not contain sweets or chocolate bars as part of 

our Healthy School philosophy.  We would ask parents to consider the number of times during the 

week that their children bring crisps and chocolate biscuits to school and whether these could be a 

special treat rather than an everyday item.  This forms part of the guidelines provided by the 

government on healthy packed lunches and school nutrition.   

 

Breakfast Club 

The Breakfast Club will be running again this term every morning from 8.00 am in the Rainbow Room 

and costs £2.00 per child per day. A range of low sugar cereals and juice are offered as well as toast, 

crumpets, pancakes, fruit loaf and muffins. The club is run by Mrs Coates and does not need to be 

booked in advance; children can attend on any day that they would like to have breakfast with us.  This 

year we would like where possible for children to bring a toothbrush and toothpaste so that they are 

able to clean their teeth after breakfast. 

 

Tea Club 

Tea club provides parents with regular after school care each day. The Tea Club is available to all 

children in school and costs £3.50 per child for the first hour (3.15-4.15pm) or £5.50 for an hour and 

a half (3.15-4.45pm). The club is being run by Mrs Coates, assisted by Ms Sharples and Mrs Richardson 

and will offer a range of play activities along with a light snack and drink.  Places will need to be 

booked by Friday lunchtime for the following week, as the club will only run on nights when bookings 

have been taken.  If you require an emergency place(s) you may phone on the day to find out if the club 



 

 

is running that night.  Please note that if parents book a place but then decide to cancel it on the day 

they will still be charged. 

 

Extra Curricular Activities: Letter to follow 

All other clubs start week beginning Monday 14th September, details to follow. 

 

Toddler Group 

This is held on a Friday afternoon at school from 1.30pm, starting Friday 11th September.  This year 

the group will have the opportunity to take part in a range of creative activities led by Mrs Tattersall 

and a team of teaching assistants and volunteers.  There will be refreshments for parents and healthy 

snacks for children.  Please could parents pass this information on to anyone that they know who might 

like to come along. 

 

School Photographs 

The school photographer will be in school on Thursday 8th October.  If you would like a Family Group 

photo, please bring your younger children along at 1.15pm.  Otherwise it will be individual photos for 

everyone in school.  You will be able to purchase these in time for Christmas; however there is no 

obligation to buy. 

 

Healthy Tuck Shop 

This is held at morning playtime on Wednesday and Friday each week and is run by children in KS2.  All 

healthy snacks cost 10p each and this year children will be able to buy one item. The Healthy Tuck 

Shop is self funding and even a small profit which will contribute to purchasing some new playground 

toys. 

 

Cake Raffle 

As part of the school’s fund raising we hold a cake raffle every Friday. There is a rota on the notice 

board and if anybody would like to bake a cake/buy a cake/biscuits please feel free to put your name 

against a date – the children do not mind if your contribution is homemade or shop bought!  On a Friday 

morning when the children come into school they can buy a raffle ticket – the ticket costs 20p and only 

one ticket per child is allowed.  The raffle is normally drawn during Celebration Assembly. 

 

Safety at the beginning and end of the school day 

Please could all parents make sure they are responsible for their children entering and leaving the 

playground and crossing the road safely at the beginning and end of the school day.  School staff will 

supervise children in the playground until they are collected but cannot be responsible for them once 

they leave the playground.  Please can parents ensure that children do not climb on the school gates or 

railings at the end of the day and do not use the adventure trail unsupervised. 

 

Please can we also remind parents that there is a 20mph speed limit on Stanley Street and that 

parking is not allowed on the yellow zoned area outside school at any time. 

  

Harvest 

This will take place in church on Friday 2nd October at 9.30am.  We are again supporting Manna House 

in Kendal, which works hard to support the homeless and vulnerable in South Lakeland and Kendal.  The 

Manna House is most grateful for our gifts and we would be very pleased if parents were able to 

donate any of the following:  

 

Tea, coffee, sugar, rice, pasta, dried herbs etc 



 

 

All tinned and bottled foods eg soups, fruit, vegetables, tomatoes, sauces, meats 

Toiletries – toothbrushes and toothpaste, shaving soap, soap 

Bundles of socks, warm gloves, warm scarves, handkerchiefs 

 

On Sunday 4th October children from school have been invited to take part in the Church Harvest 

Family Service at 10.00 am. Please sign the attached slip if you would like your child to participate. 



 

 

 

Parents’ Evening 

We hold a parents’ evening in the Autumn and Spring Terms and an optional parents’ evening and school 

report to parents in the Summer Term.  Parents’ evening this term takes place on Wednesday 4th 

November at 3.30pm and Monday 9th November beginning at 6.00pm  Please can all parents book an 

appointment for their child/children by filling in the list on the office window which will be displayed 

from Monday 19th October. 

 

Communication with Parents/Carers 

Good communication is a vital part of the partnership between home and school.  Newsletters are sent 

out usually each half term with termly letters for each key stage giving specific class information.  

‘Friday Focus’ is being given a new look, and will now only include information for the following week.  

Details of learning programmes for each class will now be provided in the half termly newsletters.  

 

If you would like to receive letters in large print, need letters on coloured paper or would like to 

receive them via email, please complete the attached from or see Mrs Kinnear. (Mrs Kinnear will be in 

school from 8.00 am on Monday and Friday.) 

 

At Beetham we feel that support from parents is one of the great strengths of our school and we 

know that this impacts greatly on the education we provide.  If at anytime parents/carers are worried 

or concerned – however small they may feel their worry is - we ask that you come and talk to the staff 

or myself as soon as possible or phone or e-mail if this is more convenient.   

 

We are very keen for all parents to feel happy and confident about the education and personal 

development that their children are receiving and this has to be a partnership between school and 

home.  If something is wrong we will always do our best to work with parents/carers to deal with the 

issue sensitively and put it right quickly.  

 

I hope that this school year is a very happy and successful one for all our families. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Wendy Nicholas 

HEADTEACHER 



 

 

  

Dates for Diaries 

 

September 

Tuesday 8th School swimming week 1 

Wednesday 9th Ukulele and guitar lessons start (1.30pm) 

Thursday 10th Whole school to County Show 

Friday 11th First Celebration Assembly at 2.45pm 

Monday 14th  Full governor meeting @ 7pm / School after school clubs start 

Tuesday 15th Swimming week 2 

Wednesday 16th  Violin lessons starts today (KS2) 

Friday 18th  Jeans 4 Genes Fundraising event 

Tuesday 22nd Swimming week 3 

Friday 25th KS2 Canoe day : Lake Windermere /  Celebration Assembly for KS1 only 

Tuesday 29th Swimming week 4 /  Bags to school collection 

 

October 

Thursday 1st South Lakes Pupil Parliament Inaugural Meeting  

Friday 2nd Harvest Festival in Church at 9.30am (No Celebration Assembly) 

Sunday 4th Family Harvest Festival Service in Church at 10.00 am 

Tuesday 6th Swimming week 5 

Thursday 8th Family photographs 1.15pm 

Tuesday 13th Swimming week 6 

Thursday 15th Whole school to Forest Schools 9.00 – 11.30 am 

Tuesday 20th  Swimming week 7 

Friday 23rd Christian Value activity morning : Friendship/ School closes for Half term 

 

November 

Tuesday 3rd Swimming week 8 

Wednesday 4th  3.30pm : Parents’ evening 

Thursday 5th  Provisional date for KS2 visit to Manchester Museum 

Monday 9th  6pm : Parents’ evening 

Tuesday 10th Swimming week 9 

Tuesday 17th  Swimming week 10 

Tuesday 24th Swimming week 11 

December 

Tuesday 1st Swimming week 12 

Tuesday 8th  Swimming week 13 

Thursday 10th Christmas Musical in Church at 6.30 pm 

Monday 14th Whole school visit to Pantomime  

Tuesday 15th School swimming 14 

Wednesday 16th Christmas Party 

Thursday 17th  Carol service in Church 2.00 pm - School finishes for Christmas 

January 

Tuesday  5th School re-opens 

 



 

 

 

BEETHAM CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

PERMISSION SLIPS 

 

Swimming – Whole School 

I give my permission for my child/children ................................................................ to attend the swimming 

lessons held on a Tuesday afternoons at Carnforth Swimming Pool.  I understand that there is a 

voluntary contribution towards the cost of the coach of £2.00 per child per week. 

 

 I enclose £28 per child towards the cost of the swimming coach 

 

 I wish to pay £2.00 per child on a weekly basis. 

 

Signed: ..................................................................................................................... ............................. 

 

 

Harvest Festival Service – Sunday 6th October 

 

My child/children ......................................................................................... would like to take part in the 

Harvest Festival Service in Beetham Church on Sunday 6th  October 2011. 

 

Signed: ................................................................................................................ 

 

 


